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My Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen,—It 
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Some details. of General Foch's career 
given by an Allied officer to the Evening 
Standard ave new to me. It was largely 
due to his advice, it seem, that we did 
not withdraw from the Ypres salient in 
the autumn of 1914. Similarly it was he 
who, after the Caporetto disaster, per. 
suaded the Italian military authorities mt 
to withdraw to the line of the Adige, by 
proving to them not only that the Piave 
could defended, but how it could be 
defended. . As a strategist he is all in 
favour of the war of movement, but his 
belief in the offensive is combined with 
marvellous patience, which has enabled 
him to wait through these anxious months 
until be felt himself strong enough to 
Jeliver a really effective blow. 

While full details are lacking, it is re 
ported that the French offensive continues 
t» make progress between the Ourcq and 
the Marne. Slower movement must be 
expected now, since the enemy are in a 
position at present to make violent 
eounter-attacks. That the French have 
succeeded in establishing their positions 
across the Marne is 4 highly satisfactory 
feature of the situation, Many people 
have an idea that the Allies wil! be able 
to drive the Germans back over the Aisne 
in the present offensive, and capture ail 
the guns and material now in the German 
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